JAN ZAMOYSKI                                      [1541-1605]

GREATEST POLE OF POLAND'S
GREATEST AGE

There are two ways of measuring men; one by
their personal attainments, the other by their objective
achievements. By the latter test the late Marshal
Joseph Pilsudski stands as the greatest of all Poles
with modern free Poland as his witness, but by the
former, Jan Zamoyski.

One is inclined to call him ' king-maker', for he
put three men in succession on the throne, Henry of
Valois, Stefan Batory, and Zygmunt III Vasa, the
great pity being that he never put himself there; but
this designation at once demarcates his sphere of
action as being the field of politics, when as a matter
of fact he was distinguished in many other ways also.
In his day he was one of the first men of Europe in
personal culture, statesmanship, oratory, scholarship,
as educator and as soldier; a wide field indeed. He
was highly distinguished in more ways than any other
man of his nation has ever been.

His father early sent him to the court of France
to be educated, and then to Germany and to Padua,
where he was eventually elected rector, chief admin-
istrative officer, of that famous old university. His
Roman Senate, in Latin, written during his Italian
residence, is a-treatise of permanent value. Return-
ing to Poland at 24 he was chosen by King Zygmunt
August as his secretary. When this king died in 1572
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